Eucalyptus: a sustainable self-delivery molluscicide?
Attention is drawn to the limitations of conventional methods of controlling important trematode infections such as schistosomosis and fasciolosis. Plant molluscicides could have a role in the future control of these infections. There are, however, major problems with most plant molluscicides in that their use is labour-intensive, in many cases relatively skilled workers are required, they must be applied regularly and arable land may be required for their cultivation. Thus, little progress is to be expected until plant species with sustainable self-delivery systems are identified. Eucalyptus is proposed as a likely candidate. The leaves of many species in this genus have molluscicidal properties and their intermittent fall could effect self-delivery if the trees were planted in appropriate places. Relatively little work has been carried out on this possibility and much more is necessary, especially field trials. Before field trials are started, more laboratory testing is also necessary to determine the LC50 values for different snail species and to study toxicity to non-target organisms.